Akron Rubber Strike of 1936

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth century’s, factory workers faced poor working conditions, low wages, and almost no benefits. Such was true for the workers employed by rubber manufacturers in Akron, Ohio, such the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company, B.F. Goodrich, and Firestone. In an attempt to improve their conditions, workers established a union named the United Rubber Workers in 1935. The following year, this union organized its first major strike within Akron's rubber industry. 

The strike began as a protest against a plan created by Goodyear to reduce wages, lay off workers, and increase the pace of production. The workers at Local 2 utilized the concept of the "sit-down" strike. In the past, workers would leave the factory to join picket lines. Company owners would then hire "scab" laborers to cross the picket lines and continue production. The use of scab labor made it difficult for striking workers to obtain their demands. In contrast, in a sit-down strike, workers quit working but still occupied their places within the factory. This process made it difficult for factory owners to send additional workers to continue the job. In addition, factory management was more reluctant to use private security forces or other strikebreakers to intimidate the striking workers, as that approach threatened destruction to plant property. 

In addition to the sit-down strike, the rubber workers also organized long picket lines in protest. Akron's mayor, Lee D. Schroy, attempted to send in the police to put down the strike, but the police officers refused to do so when they faced the thousands of organized workers. The Goodyear workers won support nationwide during their five week work stoppage. When the strike ended, Goodyear at first refused to recognize the URW but did rehired all of the strikers, restored the 6 hour work day and agreed to work rule changes.

 Questions for article “Akron Rubber Strike of 1936”

1. What was the catalyst that caused the workers to strike?

a. Increased pace of production

b. No health care

c. Reduced wages

d. Answers a & c

e. Answers a & b

2. What were the names of the three rubber manufactures in Akron?

a. Bridgestone, Goodyear, & Michelin

b. BF Goodrich, Firestone, & Bridgestone

c. Goodyear, BF Goodrich, & Michelin

d. Goodyear, Firestone, & BF Goodrich

e. Firestone, Bridgestone, Goodyear

3. Who was the first President of the United Rubber Workers of America?

a. Sherman H. Dalrymple

