Committee on Civil Rights and Equity Minutes

November 9, 2011

In attendance: Kendall Bell, Denise Hargrove, Troy Coffie, Mary Johnson, LaSonia Simmons, Ketina Hogan-Anderson, LaTanya Wilcox, Betty Coleman

Fundraising

· Kendall opened by addressing the issue of fundraisers.  We have to look at why we are doing it.  The main goal is to be able to have more members attend relevant conferences to gain exposure to the CWA national, as well as be more active with other organizations we are affiliated with, particularly CBTU.  

· The basket we have been trying to get ready for raffle is the movie basket, which will contain items that have to do with movies in the theater, at home, trivia, or other paraphernalia.  

· Kendall will put out one more request for items to be submitted by 11/30/11 and then make the basket with the items submitted as of that date.  

· The committee voted on whether to raffle the basket at the bake sale and donate the proceeds to the event.  The majority vote was to keep the proceeds for the original purpose, which is to fund conference participation. 

Munching with Movers and Shakers

· The Munching with Movers and Shakers series is still forming.  The committee is soliciting volunteers to draft a letter that can be used to seek out members of the community to present to the membership as part of the series.  The intention is to educate the members about local activism through the stories and experiences of local activists.  

· The first person we will be approaching is Minister Florence, who is active in the Rochester community.  LaSonia Simmons suggested looking to our members, for instance Tina Owens, Velverly Caldwell, Todd Ranous, and Judy Gradford.

CBTU Update

· Kendall shared the happenings of CBTU.  At the national convention the Strategic Development Initiative Project was created, which will be the framework of the future of CBTU at all levels.  The result of the work done at the convention was taken to the subsequent regional conferences, and finally filtered to the local Chapters.  Each chapter is expected to put the plan in action at the local level.  At the September membership meeting committee chairpersons were assigned.  Kendall was assigned to chair the financial resources committee, the goal of which is to increase the financial security of CBTU and ensure longevity through ongoing funding activities. 
PJ Roundup

· CCRE will be participating in the PJ Roundup again this year, which collects pajamas, robes, and slippers for women and children in shelters.  Collection boxes will be placed at St. Paul St and Westfall Rd. for the remainder of November.

Other Committees
· Members were encouraged to check out the other FSW committees to see if they are interested in what is going on and participating.   
New Business

· Kendall suggested that the committee host a cultural event.  LaTanya Wilcox suggested a Kwanzaa event.  Both she and Ketina Hogan-Anderson agreed to lead the planning and coordination of the project.  They will secure a date for the event to be held, as well as presenters and entertainment.  

· The committee also discussed plans for next year…what we would like to do again and the new things we would like to incorporate.  Kendall will put together a list of previous events and initiatives and at the January meeting the committee will review it and develop a plan.  

· CCRE will return to monthly meetings.  The schedule is being sent to the committee as well as posted on the FSW website.  
